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Reproductive Health: the PeaceHealth Perspective

PeaceHealth physicians andhealth careproviders respect the organization's heritage andits
policies which apply to beginning andend-of-life issues while strongly supporting the
organization's mission of healing andcompassionate careof all patients. Thefollowing
questions andanswers provide information on howreproductive health is addressed at
PeaceHealth facilities. Because these are sensitive issues which all at PeaceHealth take very

seriously, our staff includes professionally credentialed ethicists who are available when
requested to workwith individual patients, families, and their doctors to help meet special needs
and circumstances.

Does PeaceHealth allow procedures such as vasectomies, D&Cs, and abortions in its
facilities?

Vasectomies and tubal ligations are performed at PeaceHealth facilities when, in private
consultations between a patient and a physician, it is determined that such a procedure is

medically indicated. Abortions are only performed in PeaceHealth facilities when a woman's
life is in danger or in the case of an imminently lethal fetal anomaly; they are not performed on
demand. Dilation and curettage (D&C) procedures are performed when medically indicated (for
example, after a miscarriage), but not for the purpose ofvoluntarily ending a pregnancy. Patients
requesting abortions or D&Cs for other than extreme medical need would be referred to an

agencysuch as Planned Parenthoodto discuss other resourcesand options.

What is the policy on referrals? Would medical records be transferred to another hospital
or organization for treatments not sanctioned at PeaceHealth?

PeaceHealth does not refer directly to providerswho performprocedures prohibited at
PeaceHealth facilities (i.e. abortion,physician-assisted suicide). However, PeaceHealthdoes
refer to Planned Parenthood or other appropriate health care agenciesfor assistance in
identifying a provider.

PeaceHealth will provide the appropriate patientrecords, in accord with HIPAA regulations, to
healthcare providers offeringservicesnot sanctioned at PeaceHealth, just as it does for all other
referrals to physicians and hospitals outsidethe PeaceHealth system.

Would contraceptive prescriptions be made available to patients requesting them, and
could they be filled in a PeaceHealth pharmacy?

Decisionsconcerning family planning, including contraception, are made privately between
patients and their doctors; contraceptive prescriptions may be provided, and they can be filled at



a pharmacy operated by PeaceHealth. Emergency contraception (also known as Plan B or
"Morning-After Pill") is offered as medically appropriate for cases of sexual assault. RU486, an
abortion-inducing drug, will not be provided by a PeaceHealth facility.

Do doctors in PeaceHealth facilities include a full range of family planning options when

counseling patients?

PeaceHealth does not dictate what doctors may say to their patients. Doctors undertaking family
planning counseling may offer a wide range of options; however, PeaceHealth does not condone
abortionas a contraceptive(family planning)procedure. Physicianspracticing in PeaceHealth
facilities are expected to comply with PeaceHealth policy regarding abortion.

Can PeaceHealth facilities be used by groups from the community for health education

classes which include reproductive health topics?

PeaceHealthis supportive of communityhealth care education and allows use of its facilities for
many kinds of educational programming including, for example, health care policy debates,
public forums to discuss health issues, and classes focusing on treatment of specific health
conditions and maintaining a healthy lifestyle. It would not allow use of PeaceHealth premises
by organizationspromoting single points ofview for purposes ofpersuading audiences to a
specific philosophical position or health care treatment, such as abortion. PeaceHealthwelcomes
and encourages community dialogue which gives voice to and values a variety ofopinions.
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